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Many RSPCA members have complained to Watchdog about the lack of
information coming from Headquarters concerning actions of the Council.
There can be little doubt that change is on the way. The Winter 2003
edition of Animal Life is one example. The Head of RSPCA Publications
should be congratulated on an interesting edition containing very

welcome information in the News Section.

Another step forward is of particular importance to RSPCA Members'
Watchdog which was started in 1987 with the prime aim of seeking

justice for members who had been unjustly treated.

It was encouraging to learn that on the llth November 2003,The Council
adopted what seems to be a fair way to deal with appeals from members
who have been refused Branch membership or who have been removed from

Branch membership.

The new procedure places the onus on the Branch Committee against whom
an appeal has been directed to demonstrate the reasonableness of its

decision.

Within 21 days of receiving written notice of an appeal,the relevant
Branch Committee must send written reasons explaining the decision to
refuse Branch membershlip or remove Branch membership with any relevant

documentation to the Adjudicator c¢/o The Legal Department.

When received by the Adjudicator,a copy 1s then sent to the person

who has appealed. A period of 21 days is allowed for the Appellant to
submit written representations in reply (if he or she wishes). These
representations are then sent to the Branch Committee. The Adjudicator
then carries out an assessment and may decide to a) to make further
enquiries or b) proceed to determine the appeal or c} invite the
Appellant (who may be accompanied by a friend) and a representative

from the Branch Committee to attend an informal hearing.

So far,the procedure seems fair and open. A lot depends on the

impartiality of the Adjudicator. The Adjudicator is the Council or such
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committee or delegation of Council members as it nominates from time
te time. In September 2002,rhe Council nominated the Membership
Committee as the Adjudicator. We have heard that this Committee
consists of the four Council Officers,Ms Jill Thompson,Richard Ryder,
Miss Reid and Mrs Unmack. The first test of the new Appeals Procedure

1s at present being carrled out.
The Charities Bill and the Animal Welfare Bill

The Government has completed its review of the Strategy Unit Report on
charities. The Strategy Unit Report made a number of recommendations
for reform and many of these recommendations will now be taken forward

to a Charities Bill which is currently being drafted.

Three changes that are likely to be introduced could benefit the work
of the RSPCA. They are :-

*Charities will pbe permitted to carry out some campaigning while still

being considered as part of the charitable purpose.
(This conld allow campailgns against animal experimentationwhich are
nct allowed at present.)
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Animals'
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|
| oting the striking similari-
| ties in brain anatomy and
| chemistry of humans and

| other animals, Steven Siviy,

a behavioural scientist at

r Gettysburg College in Pennsylvania, asks

‘ a question increusingly on the minds of

other researchers: “If vou believe in evo-

| lution by natural selection, how can you
| believe that feelings suddenly appeared,
‘ out of the blue, with human beings?”

| The new findings of researchers are a
f far cry from the conceptions espoused

by orthodox science. Unti) very recently,

| Scientists were stil] advancing the idea

: that most creatures behaved by sheer

| instinet, and that what appeared to be
learned behaviour was merely geneti-

+ cally wired activity. Now we know that

| Beese have to teach thejr goslings their

j

" migration routes. In fact, we are finding |

. out that learning is passed on irom

| barent to offspring tar more often than

. ot and that most animals engage in
learned experience brought on by
continued experimentation and trial-
and-error problem-salving.

So what does all of this portend for the |

Wwayv we treat our fellow creatures? What
about the thousands of animals sub-

i jected each year to painful laboratory

| experiments? Or the millions of domestic

| animals raised under inhumane condi-

© tivns and destined for slaughter and
human consumption. Should we ban
leg-hold traps and discourage the sale
and purchase of fur coats? And what
about killing animals for sport? Fox
hunting in England, bull-fighting in
Spain, cock-fighting in Mexico? What
about entertainment? Should lions be
caged in zoos, should elephants be made
to perform in circuses?

These questions are beginning to be
raised in courtrooms and in legislation
around the world. Today, Harvard and
25 other law schools in the US have
introduced law courses on animal
rights, and an increasing number of

tdses representing the rights of animals |

arc entering the court system. Germany
recently became the first government in
the world to guarantee animal rights in
its constitution,

The human journey is, at its core,
about the extension of empathy to
broader and more inclusive domains. At
first, the empathy extended only to kin
and tribe. Eventually it was extended to
people of like-minded values — a com-
mon religion, nationality or ideology. In
the 19th century, the first humane
societies were established, extending the
empathy toinclude our fellow creatures.
Today, millions of people, under the
banner of the animal rights movement,
are continuing to deepen and to expand
human concern for, and empathy
toward, our fellow creatures.

The current studies into animals’
emotions, cognition and behaviour open
up a new phase in the human journey,

- allowing us to both expand and deepein
- our empathy — this time, to include the
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Rights

On August 18th and 19th 1977,a Symposium was held
under the auspices of the RSPCA at Trinity
College Cambridge on the Ethical Aspects of Man's
Relationship with Apimals. Nearly 200 people -

a mixed group of theologians,philosophers,
scientists, lawyers,politicians and thinking

people attended

At the end of the meeting a statement headed
"The Rights of Animals - a Declaration Against
Speciesism' was signed by 150 people. For those

RSPCA Members who are nct familiar with this

Declaration -it 1is-

'Inasmuch as we believe that there is ample
evidence that many other species are capable of
feeling,we condemn totally the infliction of
suffering upon our brother animals,and the
curtallment of their enjoyment,unless it be

necessary for their own individual benefit.

We do not accept that a difference in species
alone (any more than a difference in race) can
justify wanton explecitation or oppression 1in the
name of science or sport,or for food,commercial

profit or other human gain.

We believe in the evolutionary and moral kinship
of all animals and we declare our belief that
all sentient creatures have rights to life,

liberty and the gquest for happiness.
We call for the protection of these rights.'

This Declaration was put in the front of the
RSPCA Policy Book but NOT as a policy- In 1996,
almost 20 years later it was removed,we were told
by order of the Charity Commission! We have no
means of ascertaining the truth of this excuse.

The RSPCA could have led the world in promoting

rights for animals but it was the German

Government that was first to guarantee those
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On 12/12/03 at 6.45am,on Radio 4's Farming programme there was a talk

on wild boars.

These animals have greatly 1increased in numbers from near

extinction.

As you might expect,hunters are shooting them all the year

'closed season'

for the legal protection of a

A plea was made

round.

To emphasise the need for rights for animals to be written into the law,

we have published an extract from an article by Amelia Hodson in The

Guardian 17/12/03.

It was headed
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Please

Rights should be restored

We believe that the Declaration of
to its original place in the Policy
Book or made an RSPCA Policy.

send us your views.

Quote of the Month

Animals'
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The day may come when the rest of the
animal creation may acquire those
rights which never could have been
withheld from them but by the hand of
tyranny - the guestion 1s not can
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Society at largej

A MEMBER WRITES

"It is useful to have a reminder of the Sparrow Report.

There are still aspects of the organisation of the Society which remain

a mystery to me.

informaticn out of the public domain.

They certainly

go out of their way to keep certain

Power struggles within the Society

1s hardly conducive with a charity where the top priority should be

animal welfare.

aggrandisement,which,

It is not meant

Royal patronage.

to be an avenue for stacus and self-

unfortunately,1s encouraged by the existence of

I have always participated in the voting and I hope that by reading

carefully each applicants CV that I have been able to avoid voting for

the wrong person.

It was certainly vital in 2002 to be aware of those

who were putting themselves forward who were pro-hunters.

wiea the increase in animal abuse in all areas it is alarming if those

in the front line coping with it all are not getting the support they

Magpie has rights

too, judge

rules os(os

DAILY TELEGRAPH

if it bad heen confined for sev- .

By Nicora WoOoLCOCK

MAGPIES have legal rights and
should not be made to suffer
withiout good reason, the High
Court ruled yesterday.

The RSPCA successfully
appealed against a judge’s
rcfusal to cenvict Norman
Shinton of causing unneces-
sary suffering to a magpic.

hMr Shinton kept the bird in
atrap in his garden in Telford,
Shropshire, as a lure tu catch
and Idll other magpies. He
claimed that it was a way of
protecting songhirds' eggs
and chicks from the magpies.

But he was accused of caus-
ing unnecessary suffering by
using it for at least five days.

Mr Justice Leveson allowed
the RSPCA appeal against a
Telford judge’s refusal to con-
viet, although Mr Shinton was
using the trap under licence,

I1e was told that an RSPCA
inspector found the bird dirty
and covered with a greasy
filin. with primary wing feath-
ers broken and injuries to its
claws, in July 2000.

it was in a small Larsen

. @ devioe with 2 spring

loaded door, and conld not
vt ite winus. it Jooked as

eral weeks.

Mr Justice Leveson said
that Mr Shinton, a member of
the British Association for
Shooting and Conservation,
was authorised to confine the
mnagpie under the 1981 Wild-
lite and Countryside Act.

But he said that Philip
Browning. the Telford district
judge, was wrong to clear him
of causing the hird unneces-
sary suffering. Although the
trap might be lawful. it was
“illogical™ to say that ils
owner had no respensibility.

“{t is impossible to say that
this bird did not suffer unnec-
essarily,” he said. “I do not
accept that the trapped bird
being lawfully used demon-
strales that an offence under
the 1911 Protection of Animals
Act cannot be made out.”

The judge said it was not
necessary for the case to be
reconsidered, as the RSPCA
had brought it only to clarify
the faw.

The RSPCA described Lar-
sen traps as “‘inherently
cruel”, adding: “There is no

‘have a right to expect. Everyone talks

about education,but it seems to me that

all the time whatever campalgns,press

|

|releases and,indeed,television coverage
.where one often sees the result of

‘terrible cruelty,it is not getting

|through to the people it is intended for.

!(This member has expressed viliews which

%are reflected in many of the letters

‘that we receive, It is a fact that 1if

you are not a member of the Council,very
little information about the work of

'the Society 1s known. Recently,at a U3A

Discussion Group,Il was horrified to

hear a man say he was going to shoot

ithe magpies in his garden. I quoted
ifrom John Bryant's book 'Living with
EUrban Wildlife.' John describes the
iCorvidae family,of which magples are

part as probably the most intelligent

pvidence that nagpies have @ (o have no impact on the small bird

significant effcet on the song;

hird population.”
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population. I have since received a copy of an item from the Daily
Telegraph (1/07/03) on the legal rights for magpies which had been
clarified by a casz brought by the RSPCA. MHH)

2004

With the New Year,the elections to the RSPCA Council approach. It is
more lmportant than ever for members to read the CVs of candidates

very,very carefully.

Remember that at the second meeting of what was to become known as the
RSPCA an important statement was recorded in the Minute Book. Richard
Martin,the author of the first successful Parliamentary Bill to limit
cruelty to animals, stressed that this first animal welfare society in
any country should not be known as & prosecuting soclety and that the

prime aim should be 'to alter the moral feeling of the country.'

You only have to read about the increase in cruelty to animals to

realise that that prime aim has NOT been achieved.

[t is important to have a council member with legal expertise to

pe able to support the Legal Department-there are other considerations.
Lord [inughton said 'Animal welfare in the generzl and in the particular
1s largely a matter for the law. This means that to Parliament we must
go.'The prime aim must be the education of the public. To guote Lord
doughton again ~' While public opinion is pretty clear on wnat may be
thought to be wanton,avoidable,or unnecessary cruelty ,1t 1s by no means
SO posltive about cruelty inflicted on animals in the course ofsatisfyiling
human needs:attitudes towards killing for food.or even for sport,towards
palinful experiments in our laboratories,or even the merciless trapping
of wild animals for their skins or furs -areas where the moral 1ssues

are blurred by material gains or by the pleasures involved.'

Choose Council members who will set an example and make sure that they
are democratically elected. Council members must be fully supportive

of the Society's policies,understand Freedom of Expression,willing to
keep in touch with ordinary members by dolng away with the excessive

and unnecessary secrecy that now surrounds the Council's work and by
rejecting a timié approach to preventing cruelty to animals.. The Soclety
is opposed to any hunting of animals with dogs or other animals. There
can be no excuse for having pro hunting Council members or for proposing

seconding or signing the CVs of prohunting candidatces.

11 VGU[ QEDDOEE. Dy £o an increase in the cost of stamps

. 3 : e
aful for help with postage c

¢
Thank you [Of 4

in April,we would e gr



